
VICTUALLING THE METROPOLIS.

MCMfflT OF FFLTOS XiRftET.
re do all the Fish Come From ?

4k., int., Ac.

All in the second great depot from which the
Metropolis iu supplied with previsions, and in point
.f taapotju oc it w nest to Washington market. Its
busintm. however, though chiefly wholesale, is alsj
«f a different character. Washington market deals

i extensively in country produce, while the prin-
I trade of Fulton market to in fish, and all varie¬

ties of meat. The latter does not, in fact, present
the same inducements to farmers to send their pro¬
duce to it; the *pace is limited, and the accommoda¬
tions very poor. About three or four yeare ago the
supply of vegetables was, wo arc int'ormed, more

abundant; but within the la-t year or two, the coun¬

ty wagons from Long Ulan® have left it for Washing-
tan market, where they hare found a more extensive
custom and better Male. Fulton market, oil account
of its situation, never can have a large trade in \ ro¬
tables, and will always remain inferior, in its general
business, to Washington market. There s no room

fcr expansion, ami it-; limits must, therefore, remain
always the same, unless sonic future Common Council
ahould order the dock in front to be filled in. It is not
probable, however, that this will ever »>e done, no

matter how requisite it may apjiear, as the East river
to too narrow at this point to admit of any contrac¬
tion. Still, there U a very extensive area under the
market, and sufficient accommodation for abo it two
hundred stands and still's. The market building it¬
self to bounded by Front, Beekman, Fulton and South
street* , and form* a square, each side of which w

about two hundred feet in length. Between South
¦tract and the river, there are about fifteen stand*,
or, more properly speaking, sheds, for the sale of fish
and fruit mainly. Under these the most extensive
wholesale business in ti-h is tr.um.-ted, and tiie deal-
en supply not only the various markets in New York,
tat in Williamsburg ami Brooklyn.
The value of the whole property is estimated at

$310,000, which is #170,000 less than Washington
narket. There is, however, a greit disparity in the
proportion of their rents to the amount of the pro-
perty, for while the latter yields a revenue of over

f93 ,000 to the city treasury every year, the former
puy» about $18,000. This material diflerense, how-
ever, is accounted for by the fact that there are more
than twice the number of stands in Washington
Market ; and also that a considerable part of the
revenue derived from it is received for the rent of
stai.ds and sheds erected on the ground between
West street and the river, w hich we believe is not
included in the Comptroller's e-iimate of the lnark-t
property.
The amount received from Fulton market for rent,

has very largely increased within the last few year*.
Of the #18,520 78 received in 1*51. #10,227 52 was

paid for the rent of cellars, of which this market has
more than any other in the city. The rent for
botchers' stands, during the same year, amounted to
$3,240 42; the remainder being paid for vegetable,
flsh, poultry, and other stands. The highest rent
paid for the best stand in the market does not exceed
feree dollars a week, while the poorest stand rents
fcr three shillings. Several stands are occupied by
tbe retail dealers in fancy wares, apple women, and
.ofike and pie men. The coffee stands, as a geuer.il
tiling, are qnite an ornament to the market, and are

regarded as a great convenience to the dealers and
.there doing business thre, who are unable to leave
Ae market to obtain their meals elsewhere. They
are, therefore, pretty well patronized.
Fnlton market was established about thirty year*

ago, on its present site. Soon after its erection the
whole number of stalls, amounting to eighty-six,
were put up at auction, and disposed of for #19,011,
which is an average or #2 lb for each stand. The
lowest price for wluoh a stand can be purchased now
to $160. and some of the dealers would not dispose
sf their title for five or six thousand dollars. The
aggregate value of all the stands may be estimated
at $100,000. which is rather under than over their
real worth to the dealers. The price paid for the
.tends thirty yrare since, to about equal to the rent
receipts at present. But it appeare that the business
sf the market was ^olim'ted at that period that there

i more stand* than could be profitably occupied,
many of the victuallers were unable to pay their

This led to a reduction of the number: twen-
ly-seven of the botchers' stalls in the southeast wing
bsing allotted to fishermen, and the re idne were re¬
let at a diminished price.
The market building, which is at present not in

eery good repair, is one story high, with a basement
-.the roof being supported on a large number of
atone pillars. The butchers' .tall* occupy three
.Met* of the building, the centre being occupied by
eounuiseion dealers in fowls, and all kinds »»f meat,
besides a large number who -ell vegetables, butt, r,
cheese. 4c. All tht oy-ter stands are situated on

the side of the market neure-t to Fulton -treet, and
they occupy a considerable spare. Immediately iu
hoot of each lsaseparatt .-Lmd, in which several per¬
son* arc constantly employed In opening oysters. The
principal stands display a irr-at deal of taste in
their construction, and ar. the most attractive in the
whole market. They are all made of wood, and
intended as ail imitation or the <i«#thi«- style, aud
are certainly superior to tho.-e in Washington mar¬

ket, and we m:iy add, to atiy other market in the
.toy. Each has a kind of restaurant attached, in
which Oysters dre-ed to suit all ta«tes an- -er.» d up
daring all hours of the day. Consi ler.ible quantities
ef oysters are disposed of in this manner, for they
are an article of food that market dealers ire very
partial to.
We have «aid that the market is in bad reptir;

hot still it is superior to many others In the city.
There are three brick building-" attached to it. ea< b
.f which Ls occupied as a boarding-boo*?, while the

i or basements are occupied as retail provision
liquor .stores, restaurants. 4c. The business
in these is very large, and the rent paid for

i forms more than one-lull the revenue from the
whole market. Independent, of the rent received
from those who bold stands, stalls, and sheds, a

small amount is collected Us the elerk of the mark, t,
Mr. bases, from p«dlars i>f various kinds, each of
whom Is required by the ordinance to pay one «-hil.

per week for the privilege of disposing of his
wares inside the limits of the market. He also col-
tocto a market fee of -ir cents per day for every
.land oeenp'Hsl by a countrym. n wiling Ike produce
«f his own farm and fifty cents com each fier-on
employed a» an ageut 1>y sue h ountryman.
The quarters assigned to the dealers in cosintrv

produce, are situated in th« lower part, of the market,
¦ear South street. Every morning during the fruit
and vegetable season, it is uo crowded as to render it
almost impossible to pass, while the thoroughfare is
absolutely hlockadi d w th wagons loaded with pro¬
duce. By *ight or nine e'clo. k the rnark,;t is /me
rally clear, snd by oue or two the bneioe-s of the
day to at an end.

After this ^eneml outline of the principal teatares
of interest in the mark' ?, pre present 'Sir readers w:tli
tbe following details of its business, commencing
with the meet tiade, ,i» the most impnrtint

THE HEAT THAPE.
There are sixty-five butchers' stalls in Fulton mar¬

ket,, exclusive of those belonging to the commi«*fon
dealers. Some of the^e butchers kill as many as

fifty or sixty bead of r ,tt|, in one week, but the ave¬

rage nnmber -old by each is about fifteen. The high'
.rt daily receipts of any or. amount to about five
hnndred dollars, and the lowest to seventy or eighty;
but the average sal'-s of each do n<>t eiceed one
hnndred and fifty. The proportion of beef to all
«ther kinds ot meat retailed in the market, is as about
three to one. The aggregate yearly sates of those
butchers are estimated at about tlir» millions of dol
hire. Their business is chiefly with hotels and
tbe steamboats and shipping along the East river
They also have customers on the North river, among
whom josy be meiiti'Jjicd Vaadorbflt, wh line «T

steamers to supplied by them. The number of haada
of cattle slaughtered ia one year for tha batchers in
Pulton market, io computed at sixteen thousand, in¬
dependent of the "small meat,'' which ia the general
title for mr.tton, veal, iamb, and pork. The business
of the regular butchers is said to be more extensive
than that of the Kume class in Washington market.
A but- her informed us that he expended, during
one year, f lr>0,0<)0 for the purchase of cattle, and
that he paid, besides, about sixty dollar* a day, the
whole year round, for meat which he waa obliged to

buy from other dealers. A considerable portion of
this meat ia. however, salted aud pickled, in barrels,
and -dine cf it in sent «lircct from the slaughterhouse
to their customers. As a general thiug, the butchers
doing business in the market are opposed to the
granting of licenses to isolated stalls throughout the

city. Some of them believe that the establishment
of a few more markets would be more desirable, aud
better suited to the wants of the people. A great
deal of di- eased and unhealthy meat- it is said,
is sold at these stalls, which could not
be exposed tor sale iu the open market without de¬
tection and instant exposure. However this may be,
we are not prepared to decide; but there is oue thing
certain that every honest butcher who is cognizant
of »uch practices, should, out of respect for tin. credit
of hi* business, and in justice to the public, inform
the proper authorities of them. About a year and
a half ago, a butcher was expelled from Fulton
market, by those engaged in the same business, for
exposing diseased meat for sale; aud although he
has made several applications to be permitted to re¬
turn, ho has never been allowed to runt a stall iu the
market since. Such a course, if uniformly pursued
in every case of the kind, is calculated to secure the
public confidence in any market iu which it is
adopted.

Iu addition to the regular hub hers, there are about
fifteen commission dealers in the centre of the
market, who also sell meat of various kinds. Their
sales are very limited, however, and do uot exceed
two hundred thousand dollars in the year. They
are not, however, it should l« understood, restricted
to the sale ef meat, but do an extensive business in
row's. I heir meat is sold at a commission of live
ft v eent, and they are not allowed by the market
rides to sell it by retail.

THE FISH TRADE.
Fulton market is, ;w ercrllence, the greatest fish

depot in Xew York, and for this it is peculiarly
adapted by iis location. It is estimated that the
number of fishiug vessels constantly employed by
the dealers exceeds one hundred aud fifty, varying in
capacity from twenty to one hundred and twenty tons.
The average cost of each of these " fishing smacks,"
as they are termed, is aboi.t four thousand dollars,
including fishing tackle, Ac., and the number of men
employed upon them ig about a thousand. The
Xew York fishermen are a remarkably hardy and
healthy class, and are capable of enduring uu al¬
most incredible amount of fatigue and labor. Their
uccnpitUoii. at particular seasons, is very laborious ;
they are exposed to all kinds of weather, ami to this
principally is owing their hardiness aud strength.
They are also very frugal and provident, and the
majority ofthem are part owners of the boats on which
they are employed. Their pursuit is much more

lucrative than might be supposed, and in a few
years some have been known to accumulate, if not
larjre fortunes, at lea»t sufficient to render them
comfortable for life. As a general thing, the
fishermen arc not employed on regular wages, like
Failors, but work on shares, receiving at the eml of
each trip an equal apportionment of the whole pro¬
ceeds. As this tea subject of peculiar interest, we
may be pardoned for making a digression here
for the purpose of entering into a brief explanation
of the manner iu which this business is couducted.
The fishing smacks are owned generally by compa¬
nies of three or four, and sometimes more, who arc
entitled to aliout two-fifths the amount of all the fish
caught on each trip, the remaining three-fifths being
distributed among the captain, mate, and the rest of
the hand®. The only one on board who receives a

regular salary is the cook, whose particular duties
prevent him from engaging iu the business of catch¬
ing fish. As we have already said, the fishermen
are frequently part owners of the boats, and they arc

therefore entitled to a separate share on that ac¬

count. Their profits, therefore, on a suceessfbl trip,
are very large, exceeding sometimes forty and
even fifty dollars in one week. It not unfrequently
happens, however, that a company of fishermen
engage or charter a vessel on speculation, and di¬
vide the proceeds equally among themselves, after
deducting the amount paid forthe hire to the owner.
In tome cases, however, the hands are engaged for
regular wages. Working on shares Is generally re¬

garded as the best method that could be adopted,
f< r it gives the men a direct interest in the success
of the '*e»sel, and renders them more expert in their
occupation. In fact, it was the remarkable expert-
ues* of the American fishermen in the British
waters, and th» ir general superiority to the Briti-h,
that gave ri-e to the late fishery difficulty with
<>reat Britain. The fishermen of the colonies, who
worked for wages. could not compete with men who
were their own masters, and who bail a direct inter¬
est in their work. They were not so independent;
they had not the 'aim mrtive for exertion; and, ns a
natural consequence, they were unable to cope, even
in their own waters, and under the protection of
their own das, with our fishermen. They therefore
desired the interposition of their government in
their 's-ha'f. for they knew v> <dl that they could not
contend with any chance of success against such
formidable competitors.
The Xew York fishing boats are remarkable for

their strength, their neatness, and their peculiar
adaptation to the occupation in which tney are
employed. Ili»ir tackle is of the best description,

' "bob and lire, ho«,k and sinker," and each l»oat has
what is termed a fi<-h well." in which fl-li are pre¬
served alitc for the market. This is a particularly
interesting feature in thee vessels, and it is one of
the ni"st important parts. The li h well is generallyplaced in tin centre of the boat, and at the top is
about thiee feet in length by two iu width. At
first sight it looks like a diminutive hatchway, but
on a lo.er in«|iectiou it is found to he full of water,
which is let in through holes iu the bottom of the
vessel. To the uninitiated this may appear incredi¬
ble. as it i- generally thought that a vessel with
holes must inevitably sink. Such is not the case,
however, with the tubing boats, for the fish wells
are so constructed that the height of the writer in
them i« nlwavs regulated by the draught ofthe boat.
When tli" fish are caught they arc immediately
thrown into the well, sud kept there until they are
transfem d to the fish cars. There are about two
hundred ti-h ctir- in the dock »t the foot of Fulton
street, all which !. re convenient to the fish stands.
They are of dilft rent dimen ions,and t*re each capable
of containing a'swt -even thousand pounds of fish.
The atenmr, cod « about twenty dollars, and their
total value may be estimated at about four thon-
-and. A gooii. substantial < ar will lM-tjfor three
year*, but during that time it may require frequent
repairs. The kinds of fi-h kept in thc-e are chiefly
h: libut, codfl«h, blacktish, and -en has".

In addition to the '. smacks,"' there are a large
number oi -mall bonts emploved oil the li-liin if
grounds ue,ir Sim w -bury, and for a considerable
space ali i!'/ the Jersey Yon-t. These send large
quantities to the commission dealers in Fulton
market. b\ the steamboat* plying between this city
and th" different -exports of that State. The num¬
ber of op«-u >e»nt engaged in these fisheries is esti¬
mated at one hundred and fifty, and the number of
fishermen fx tw< en three and four hundred. They
generally commence operation" about the latter part
ot May. jiul continue t ,11 sometime iu October, when
the -« ason terminates.
The ii-ine-s in Hie fish market comment es about

: four o'clock, «nd 1" generally over at seven; but
I during the e thrre h Mrs nothing can exceed the

de .jpnt.h with which .1 i' performed. All hand* are
actively en; r ed in furnishing the customer'. The

l street mmu diMtely in front of the lands is crowded
t with wagons waiting to receive their supply, and the

whole tnsrkef i« one scene of bustle and apparent
! confusion. Everything is conducted, howc\or. in

order, and each person lias hi* own work to perform.
A ' rtain number of men are Rationed on the cars
with large net", attached to long |*ole», with which
they catch the fish, and give the;n alive to their

, customers. In this manner the whole of Xew York
; is supplied with li-h every morning. by the dealt rs in

t.hl" market. The fj«h dealeryf Washington, Catha¬
rine. and all the oiher markets throughout the city,
obtflln their pt incited supply here. On Fridays tl'ie
consumption of fish is greater than on any other day
of the week. This is attributable to the fact that
Catholic* do not e.u meat on that day, and are coin-

peiled to u-e lish as a substitute. \'< hen there U a

^reBt abundance in market, the "ales of em h
1 stand will average ten thousand jssiti ls; and as

there are twelve stands in the market, fhe whole
,i mount sold on Friday morning i* aliout one hundred
and twenty thoi s«ncI pounds. Calculating this at
five cents per pound, the total value of the fi-h thus
disposed of at wholesale may be estimated at six
thousand dollars. It would be a greaf mistake, how¬
ever, to regard this as a fair indication of fhe extent
of their biislne-s: for, during some weeks in the
year, their ¦» will not average one-fifth that

| djucupt. When the "'iison 's particularly dull, -om

stands will not reallie sufficient to pay their hands;
bat their profits through the rest of the yew amply
remunerate them for any ion unstained.
The number of stand* engaged in th« wholesale

fish trade is twelve, and these are owned generally
by companies of two or three persona, who hare also
shares in the fishing boats. The average daily re¬

ceipts of each of these, the whole year round, may
be >afely tis.ated at three hundred dollars. This
presents the immense total of fl,r_'6^Masthea^-
gre^ate yearly amount of sales. Of course, in this
calculation, we leave out Sunday, as there is uo busi¬
ness done on that duy. Besides the wholesale

: dealers, there are ten wno are engaged i.t the retail
| trade ; but as these are supplied by the former,
| their sales are included in the foregoing esti¬

mate. The whole.-ale dealers are allowed a commis¬
sion of ten per cent on their sales, independent of
what they are entitled to for their share in the vessel.
The rules and regulations among these cealers are

I very strict, and indeed it is necessary that t'aey should
be so, to u void the disorder which would inevitably
happen. Each vessel, as it arrives, is allowed the
privilege of* discharging her freight first, uo matter
now gieat may be the press of businesi. Of the
twelve wholesale stands, several engage exclusively
in the sale of codfish, halibut aud blackflsh, while
ethers agaiu deal chiefly in eels, porgies, flounders,
Ac.

SHAD.
During the shad season, there is only one stand

in the wholesale market that sells that fisa exclusive-
I ly. The season begins about the middle of March.

and lasts about seven weeks, during which time the
| sales average one thousand dollars a day. The shad

1 are sold outside of the docks from the boats, and iin-
I mense numbers of them are hawked around the city
| in 'wagons, and disposed of at a large profit by the

I retailers. In the couunenccment of the season they
1 aie sold as high as one dollar a piece; hut when there

! is a gieat abundance in market they can be purehas-
ed for a shilling each. The commission on shad is

i one cent on each fish, and this is never varied, no
matter what the price at which they arc sold.
Shad fishing is altogether different from cod and

I halibt.t li-hing, and is pursued by a different class of
men. The beats employed in it are ojpen, aud the
fish are. as is well known, caught with nets. The
principal supply of this llsn is taken in tho
North river, and in the bay, within a space ex¬

tending from the lower part of Staten Island to
Albany. A large proportion of what is caught is
taken direct to Washington market, and disposed of
there. The business in shad is conducted in a
somewhat different manner from the trade in other
fish. 'I he commission, as we have stated, Li rot regu¬
lated by the value of the fish, but by the number
sold: and the commission dealers, as a general thing.
Ia\ e no shares <y direct interest in the boats engaged
in the fiebeiy.

MACKEREL.
Tlu -e fish are caught off Sandy Hook, and are

brought to market alive. They will not live longer
than til teen or twenty minutes out of the water, and
when dead they do not " keep" so long as other fish.
The manner in which mackerel fishing is pursued is

j singular and interesting. When the boat arrives near
the fishing ground the hands commence throwing
laifie quantities of bait overboard in her wake. Aflcr
disposing of a sufficient amount in this way, they
come to anchor and commence fishing. As the
mackerel is a voracious fish, swarms of them are at¬
tracted about the vessel by the scattered bait, and
the flsheimen capture them with very little dillicnlty.
When taken they are immediately thrown into the
fish wells.
The mackerel season begins in May, and continues

throughout the whole of that mouth. They com¬
mence their migrations eastward after they leave the
waters of New York, towards the Bay of t undy; but

a very few of our fishermen pursue them up to that
point. They arrive in the Bay of Fundy about Sep¬
tember. and when caught there they are salted and
packed in barrels, according to their size and quality.
The vessels fishing in those waters are larger than
these engaged in our coast fisheries
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0Y8TKB8 AND OTHEJI flUKLL FIRH.
There are eight stands in Fulton market for the

*ak of oyfetera, clams, and other kinds of ahell fish,
of which about two hundred thousand dollar* worth
are sold annually. Of thin amount, about one- sixth
is expended for clams, scollops and muscles, The
trade in oysters is chiefly retail, and not more than
one-tenth are sold in the shell. Home shipments are
made to Liverpool daring the winter season, by the
Collins and Cunard steamers; but the quantity dis¬
posed of in this way is very limited, not exceeding

| eight barrels a month. There is only one company
I which exports oysters, aud they sent more thin

1 twenty thousand dollars worth last year, to Califor-
I nia. The fame company pickled in one week fifteen

i thousand. As the oysters are not sold in the shell,
I a large number of persons are employed in opening

them. This is a business by itself1, and the per¬
sons engaged in it are paid at the rate of about fifty
cents a thousand. Some who are well prac¬
ticed in the art, can open three thousand
in one dny, but two thousand tive hundred is con¬
sidered a good day's work. Nearly all the oysters
sold in this market are obtained at Oliver slip, near

j Catharine market, which is the principal rendez
] vousof the oyster boats. No adequate conception

cun, however, be formed of the extent of the
oyster trude in this city from the business done
in the markets, for immense quantities are bought
from the boats, without ever passing through
the hards of the dealers. As it is a subject of cou-

j sideQible importance, and one iu which every person
, who eats oysters is interested, it is impossible to do

i justice to it in a brief paragraph. In our next article
ou markets we will therefore give a detailed account
of the trade, the manner in which it is conducted,
and such other matters connected with it as may be
of interest to the public.
Tie sale of clams amounts to about twenty thou¬

sand dollars annually. About fifteen years ago the
trade was more extensive, and on some Sunday morn-

; ings as much as one hundred dollars worth would »>e
i sold. They are sold by nearly all the dealers; but as

; there has been a considerable falling oft'in the demand
tor them within the last few years, they find it more

profitable to devote their attention to the oyster chiefly
trade. In addition to oysters and clams, there an
two other kinds of shell fish sold in this market,
called scollops and muscles; but the sales of both do
not exceed tour hundred dollars during the whole-
year.

FRESH water Ftsn.
But a very limited amount "of fresh water fish is

sold iu Filton market in comparison with the other
kinds. The principal varieties are perch, salmon and
brook troi.t. pickerel, suckers, and catfish. They are
to be bought of nearly all the dealers during the
proper scum n ; bi t the trade in them is very unsteady,
and the aggregate yearly sales do not amount to more
than fifty thousand" dollars at the utmost. The brook
trout, v hi< h is a great favorite with epicures, is ob¬
tained chiefly from Long Island, and the salmon
trout is e aught principally in the lakes. The catfish

| is taken in the ponds in various parts of this State,
but a very limited supply is brought to any of the

I New York markets. 1 here is, perhaps, a greater de-
: mnnd for pickerel than for any other fresh water fi-ih,

and there is generally a more lil>ernl supply, with the
exception of perch, of which there is a large number
sold,

THE FKUiT TRADE.
There are three kinds of fruit dealers in this mar¬

ket the dealers in foreign fruit, consisting of or¬

anges. lemons, pine apples, bananas, &c.,aud whole¬
s-ale and retail dealers in all the varieties of home
fruit, such as apples, peaches, strawberries, pears,
Ac. The whole number of dealers is abont thirty, of
whom eight sell wholesale either for themselves or

on commission, four sell foreign fruit, and the re¬
mainder are engaged iu the retail traele. The retail

| dealers are, however, employed in the fruit business
| only during two or three months, and their number

vanes from year to year. It is with them a tem¬
porary business, and is abandoned at the end of tho

j season, for poultry and vegetables. In fact, nearly
: all who deal in poultry anel vegetables, and particu¬

larly those who occupy stands in the country mar¬
kets, sell nearly all Kinds of frtiit when in season.
Tie aggregate tales of the'e dealers amount to
about four hundred thousand dollars a yesir. Of the
dealers iu foreign fruit there are four, two of whom
are engaged almost exclusively in the wholesale
business, while the sales of the other two are princi¬
pally retail. The total amount of the daily sales of
the four is estimated at three hundred dollars, but
two of these sell about one hundred dollars worth
each per day. We should also state that two of them

I deal in peaches. Altogether, their total yearly re-

; ceipts may be computed at about one hundred thou-
sand dollars.
The most extensive business in the fruit trade is

done by the wholesale dealers, of whom there are

eight. One of these gave us a statement of his sales
, of peaches for three weeks, from which it appears

that dr.ring that time his receipts for that fruit alone
averaged eight hundred dollars a day. The same

; dealer sold atiout ten thousand dollars worth of straw-
betrics. which was about one-thirel of the whole
amount sold in the market. Throughout the year
their sales of ripples were in proportion to the amount
of other fruit, being about fifty thousand ban-els, or
one hundred thousand dollars worth. A considerable

; supply of apples is shipped by the wholesale dealers
J for Philadelphia, Baltimore, and a few other Southern

ports ; but the principal business is confined to New
i York, Williamsburg, and Brenjklyn. The total re¬

ceipts of the wholesale dealers in fruit, during one

year, is estimated at six hundred thousand dollars ;
nut this is Hath* to he diminished or increased, by a
favorable or unfavorable season.

THE BUTTER TRADE.
The wholesale aud retail butter business is trans¬

acted by seven dealers, whose aggregate daily sales
do not exceed two thousand pounds. About one-

half of this amount is sold by retail to hotels, res¬

taurants, boarding houses, and private families. The
average cost per pound, of all kinds, may be fairly
estimated at twenty cents, which makes the value of
the whole quantity disposed of daily four hundred
dollars. Of the seven dealers there arc two or three
who have a most extensive custom, and each of
whom sells from six to seven hundred pounds daily.
the smallest amount sold by any one dealer being
about eighty.

T II K POULTRY TRADE.
There are a large number of persons in this market

who deal in poultry during the winter and spring,
when the supply in most abundant. They are

variously estimated from twenty to thirty, but, like
the dealers in Washington market, they do not con¬

fine themselves to the vale of poultry, and are ready,
when occasion offers, to engage in any market busi¬
ness which pays better. During the summer and

, fall they nre generally engaged in the fruit trade,
which is regarded as very profitable. There arc not
more than six or seven regular dealers, of whom four

, f«11 venison mid different kinds of gniue. We were
informed by the owner of one stand that of venison
akrne he sold about five thousand dollar* worth in
one *en on. and his daily receipts for game amounts
to one hundred dollars. His business is principally
wholesale, and he numbers among his customers the
Astor and Irving Houses, the Metropolitan and other
hotels, and several st*aml»oats. His aggregate year¬
ly sales exceed one hundred and fifty thousand dol¬
lars. which is abovt one-third the receipts of the
whole business of the other dealers. The total sales

! the whole year round Is e.-timated at nbout six btm-
I dred thousand dollars. The supply of venisou is

about equal to that received in Washington market,
and hear is occasionally added to the stock of game,
though the arrival of turk game is of very rare oc-

' eurrence. Hoose deer Middles, though not very
abundant, can also be purchased in this market.

THE E(!0 TRADE.
There are ten regular dealers in this trade, whose

'

aggregate daily cales amount to seventy barrels, the
i value of which Is about one thousand dollars. About
! four fifths of tliis amount are sold by wholesale, and

j a large proportion of the total supply is received
either fWm Washington market or from the produce
boats in its immediate vicinity. Besides the regular

. dealers there is about an equal number of others who
are engaged in the egg trade during a put of the
year. Large shipment of eggs are also made from
"this market for various parts of the country, and an
extensive business is transacted with store* stcam-
Ix-ats, hotels. Ac.

BACON, IIAM, ETC.
There are only two stands in the market which

transact tin extensive business In bacon, hams,
smoked tongues, and other kinds of preserved meats,
and their sales are estimated at $2.>0 a day each.
Of this amount about nine-tenths are sold wholesale to

| jrrocers and other retail dealers, and a large number
, of vessels are supplied by those dealers. The stands
! are situated near the main entrance on Front street,

and they nre among the oldest established in the
market.

THE VEGETABLE TRADE.
Including potutoes, there are more vegetables sold

in Washington market than In any other In the city,
and indeed we may safely say than in all the mar-

kit«. The vegetable trade Is the principal feature
there, as the market has peculiar advantages from
it* position and extensive accommodations. In Ful¬
ton market, there are not more than twenty dealers,
the majority of whom are engaged in the retail
tNde. The average daily number of wagons which
dispose of their produce here is computed at forty,
but seme days us many as a hundred and fifty arrive
from the country. Home of these wagons contain
about fifty dollars worth of vegetables, but the ave¬
rage cost of each load does not exceed twenty-live
dollars. We do 'not over estimate the amount of

j yearly tales of green vegetables alone, when we put

them down it 1300,000. Of potatoes of all kinds, the
sake may be eetixnated at 1200,000.

RECAPITULATION.
TABLE PnOWlNQ TUB YBABLY 8AI.KM OP RICH BCBI-

NI8B IN rt'LTON MAKKJCT.
Amount of sales by regular butcher* $8,000,000
AU kinds of meat sold on oonimiabion 200,000
Bacon. 1mm, itiioked beef, Ac 150,000
Vegetable trade, wholesale and retail. 600,000
Trade in all description* of !>alt water fish. . . 1,120,800
Fresh wat or Dili 60.000
Oynteri, elaniM, kc £20,400
Poultry trade, comprising the *ale-i of doineatle
poultry and all kind* of game 000,000

Wholesale and retail egg trade 313.000
Hotter trade 1126,200
Wholesale and retail trade in foreign fruit ... . 100,000
Retail trade in home fruit 400,000
Wholesale trade in do 000,000

Total »7.o9tt,400

MEETING FOR CITY REFORM.

Arc Our Taxes to Increase 1

WHAT IRE WE TO DO f

Ac., &c., 4c.

Another city reform meeting was held at the Stay-
vemnt Institute on Thursday evening last, over which
Peter Cooper, Esq. of the Eighteenth wurd presided.

A committee appointed at a former meeting to pro¬
pose measures of reform, made their report, a* fol¬
lows :.

REPORT.
That they have carefully examined the whole sys¬

tem of government now provided by law for the city,
and huve inquired into ito actus. 1 administration,
with a view oi learning what the mischiefs were
which required a remedy, and whether such remedydemanded further legal enactments for its applica-
cation.

A defect of the first importance, if not in the stmc-
tore, at lea^t in the working of the city government ,

immediately attracted the attention of yonr commit-
tee. They found that no efficient and sound system
of accountability for the public moneys, on the part
of those by whom they were expended, existed or
was enforced that no regular scrutiny of the dis-
bimcmeiitH of departments, bureaus, or subordinates
was practiced; and no effective supervision of expen-
ditures, to see that they were confined to legal ob¬
jects of expense to the city, was even attempted.Another essential error in the administration of the
city government, your committee discovered in the
entire confusion between legislative and executive
duties, which had been introduced in practice by the
two boards of the Common Council, their committees
and members. The entire discrimination between
these two functions which the amendments to the
charter in 1 84i», were designed to effect, in practice,
has utterly failtd of accomplishment.
But the worst feature of the city government, as

now constituted, seeined to your committee to t>e the
complete supremacy of the Common Council, and the
entire absence of any office or department indepen¬
dent of its influence or able to withstand it. The veto
of the Mayor interposed no obstacle to the designs
of a nersisteut majority of the two boards; the limits
whicn the lnw should impose upon their acts as re¬
stricted to the special purposes of the incorporation,
became nugatory, as the two boards of the Common
Council judged of the extent and scope of those pur¬
poses, and without appeal, unless judicial restraint
was interposed at the suit of individual com¬
plaints; and the arrangement of the power of ini-

{eachmcnt for malpractices in office, and of the tri-
unal for the trial of impeachments, removed nil fear

to the members of the Common Council from this
quarter, as it lay exclusively with the Hoard of As¬
sistant Aldermen to impeacn, and exclusively with
the Board of Aldermen to try the impeachment.
When the committee looked from the system of

government to the persons and characters of those
who bad of lato administered it, they found great
reason to inquire whether some change in regard to
the charter elections might not be made to rescue
the conduct of the public affairs from the unworthy
hands into which it had fallen. Their owu observa-
tion, the attestations which the record presented, and
the concurrent voice of public sentiment from .all
quarters, satisfied your committee that a great
change for the worse had taken place of late in the
character and conduct of those charged with the city
government.
Under the impression of these views, of the evils

to be corrected, your committee have prepared se¬
veral measures, fronFwhich they think a beneficial
result may be anticipated, and which they respect-
fully submit for your approval.

in the first place, they recommend an amendmeut
to the city charter, separating the charter from the
general election, and restoring it to the month of
April. By this change, your committee suppose the
attention of the honest and disinterested portion of
the community can be directed to the personal quali¬
fications. whether ofcapacity or integrity, of the can¬
didates for charter offices, without any embarrass¬
ment from the general politics of the State or of the
Union, which, in the present arrangements of the
elections, absorb all local considerations. Besides, the
absence from the city during the summer and early
fall, (the period when all the preparations for the
November elections are completing,) of a great num¬
ber of citizens most interested in the city affiiirs, ren¬
ders the restoration of the charter elections to the
spring for this reason, highly desirable. Your
committee huve accordingly framed a law to accom¬
plish this object.
The second measure which your committee have

thought advisable, is a change in the provisions of
the annual tax law of the Legislature, with the in¬
tent to limit the expenditure of the city government
to the objects therein named and the amounts there¬

in authorized, and to preclude the Common Council
or the executive departments from making expendi¬
tures or contracting debts in the excess of the
amounts thus authorized. Your committee have pre¬
pared a law to this effect, and its adoption by the
Legislature will set a limit to the treasures at tho
disposal of the city government, not easily to l»e
overpassed.
The third measure which your committee have ma¬

tured. and now present for your consideration, is an
amendment of the city charter, organizing a Hoard
of Finance, with such power as may constitute it an
efficient check, both to keep the legislation of the

i Common Council within its legitimate sphere, and
I the action of the executive departments under strict

: supervision and complete control. Tbe amendment
| to the chut tn proposed to accomplish this object is

1 herewith submitted to yon; but a brief explanation of
' the principles upon which this Hoard of Finance lias

been framed, and of the main features of its con¬
struction, seems not inappropriate.
The great requisites to the vigor and successful

I operation of such a Board of Finance, itwiilgenc-
i rally be conceded, are, first, independence of, and

security against encroachments from, the Common
Council, ami the departments whose proceedings and
action it is designed to hold in check. Second,
strength, both in its hold upon the public confidcnco,
and from it*» own inherent powers practically to effect
whatever the law of its constitution permits it to un¬
dertake- Third, permanence, both in tbe longer
tenure of office, and from the sources of its appoint¬
ment being in some sort distinct from those of the
other branches of the city government. Fourth, pu¬
rity. by being removed from the corrupting iufiueuce
which the patronage of office and tbe distribution of
money exert on their possessor*, and protected bv
the absence of those attributes of power, alike from
the envy of aspirants for place and the distrust of the
citizens at large.
In framing the law establishing this Hoard of F!-

nance, your committee have endeavored to meet all
these requisitions, so far at least as was deemed com¬
patible with the general spirit o> ouriudtitutionH.
The first ten sections of the act, as proposed', are

occupied with the organization of the hoard, and sec¬
tions 2!>, HO, 32, 33, and 31, provide for the filling of
vacancies which may occur in it, for the submission
of the act to the people before it shall liecome a law,and tor the Ant election of members of the board,
By a reference to these section" it will be observed,
that of the nine members of the board, three are
elected by the people, three appointed by the Go*
vernor, and three by the Mayor, tliat they are divided
into three classes, going out of office at intervals of
two years; and that they have power to provide for
the expense of discharging their duties, but receive
no pay or emolument.

Sec tions il and 1H, both Inclusive, contain the ge¬
neral powers of the board in supervising and audit ing
the accounts of all department* and officers of the
city government, and confer upon them all power to
limit the expenditures, prohibit any large expendi-
tures, and prevent any demand from accruing against
the city beyond the fixed limits, and give authority
to the board to institute and control suits for the re¬
covery of money illegally paid from the treasury, and
to entorce the collection of all balances of accounts
which may be stated against city officers by said
board.

Sections lit, 20, and 21, relate to the impeach¬
ing power, and the trial of impeachments,
giving to the Board of Finance the sole power of
impeachment of members of the Common Council,
and city and all officers, excepting the members of
said Hoard of Finance, and subjecting them to im-

1 eachmcnt by the Common Council, and establishing
an independant court for the trial of all these Im¬
peachments, composed of the judges of the Supremeand Superior Courts and of the Common Pleus.

Sections 22 to 26, both inclusive, contain import-ant restrictions on the sale of the property of the
city, and the making of contracts and incurring of
dent in its behalf, both to prevent money from being
raid out of the treasury, or property of the city

i cing conveyed contrary to law, and to re< over them
back by suit) in cases where the wrong has been
done.

Section 27 provides that no act of the Common
Council, vetoed by the Mayor, shall go into effect, if
It concern the finance of the city, until it shall re-

ceive the assent of the Board of Finance. Section
'2H gives the Board of Pittance power, in cane of ar¬
gent public necessity, such as invasion or pcstilem-e,
to authorize an extraordinary expenditure, and, if
need be, the contracting of a debt. Section 31 re¬
peals all powere lodged in the Board of Supervisor*,
and all provisions in the city charter and its amend¬
ments, inconsistent with tins act.
Your committee have bud under considerationother subjects of reform, and propose still fnrther t<»

consider the same; but they ueemed it important t«i
present the results of their labors up to this point,that, should they meet the approval of the citizens,
no time may be lobt in securing the necewiary legis¬
lative action.
Your committee have no hesitation in saying that

the public mind, excited, and justly excited, by tho
flagrant wrongs perpetrated upon the property of th«i
city and the common rights of the citiaens, under
the name of government, demands thorough antf
permanent reform, which shall not only correct ex¬
isting evils, but prevent their recurrence. It is of
the utmost importance that this public sentiment:
should be confirmed and concentrated; that petitions
to the Legislature should be signed by the citizens in
general; that a deputation of respectable men of oil
the protest ions and employments should attend upouthe Legislature in person, and enforce their griev¬
ances and demand their remedy, and that tlie public
press should faithfully and boldly uphold and ad¬
vance this jimt cause of the people. Wisdom in tho
adoption of measures, neither attempting plans un-
souud or impossible, nor abating from any essential

or efficacious denjand, firmness and unanimity in in¬
sisting upon what the general sense of the honest
friends of reform shall approve, though at the sacri -

fice of penonal plans and judgment, are the tw<»
great qualities with which success is sure, without
which it is impracticable.Your committee call your attention to the forme of
petition to the Legislature which they have prepared ,

and recommend that they be circulated for sigm .

tuns without delay.
B. Winthrop, Teter Cooper,
A. Vanderpool, J. Boorman,
John L. Masou, Henry Grinnell,
V. W. I^iwrem.e, Thomas Suflern,
fcdgar Ketchum, Jas. H. Murray.
John M. Dodd, Win. Browning,
Sylvanus S. Word, Hurtis Skidmore,
John A. Harriot, Wm. M. Brute,
Wm. Chaunccy, Simeon Baldwin.

New York, February 1, 1863.
HI'.'MOHl AT,.

To the legislature of the Slate of New York:.
The undersigned, citizens and inhabitants of th<»

city of New York, re>j»ectlully represent, that they
are sufferers from the grievous taxation imposed
upon them, to meet the enormous expenses of tin?
city government, as now administered; that the pub¬lic property of the city is exposed to waste and dilo -

pidation; that the property of the city and common
rights of the citizens are made the subjects of socialand exclusive grants to individuals; that the inter¬
est* of the city are neglected by its government, ami
its revenues expended to large amounts for illegal
objects and that the general credit and repute of tn«
city and its citizens are tarnished by the general
opinion that has obtained of the reckless aud impro¬
vident, if not corrupt aud protligate management of
Us public n flairs.

"i our petitioners earnestly pray for such legislative
action as may correct the evils under which they sut¬
ler, and particularly, that in the " Act to enable the
Supervisors of the city aud county of New York Ui
raise money by tax,"' to be passed at the present,
session of the Legislature, provision may be inserted,
specially prescribing the objects of expenditure ami
the amounts to be raised for them respectively, and
prohibiting the expenditure of any larger sum, ami
the incurring of any debt for snch objects, so that
the contributions of the tax payers, which, in fact,
are mainly borne by the laboring classes, may bY
applied for the common benefit.

Secondly, that the charter of the city may 1x1
amended so as to separate the election of charter offi¬
cers from the general election, and restore it to tho
month of April in each year.

Thirdly, that the charter of the city may be amend¬
ed so as to establish an independent Board of Fi¬
nance for the general management aud control of the
finances of the city.
And lastly, that such other measures in correction

of the evil government under which the citizens an;
suffering, may be adopted as to the wisdom of tho
Legislature may seem meet.
The report was adopted.
Judge Vandkkpool then said he was glad to sea

this assemblage of gentlemen, composed of both the
great political parties of the country. They ha<l
met to co-operate in some eflbrt to remedy the evil-!
onr city was suffering from, the curse of over-taxa¬
tion. It was to him an ample pledge that there were
occai ions when men could throw off the shackles of
party and unite in an attempt to promote the public
good, (le had been a party man, and claimed to be¬
long to the old line democracy; bat he thought th>»
time had emphatically arrived in the affhirs of our
city, when such a union was called for as he had the
high pleasure here to witness. If the evil of increas¬
ing and yet increasing taxation was not arrested,
where was the tiling to end ? Our valuations of pro¬perty are stretched up to their utmost tension; wliile
in other parts of the State the assessors estimates did
not exceed fifty per cent of their actual value; and yet
our tuxes are one and a quarter per cent. When they
reach two and a half percent, as soon they would,
if something were not done to dam up the torrent
which threatens to overwhelm us, you will find out
to y«mr mjJtow how little your real estate will be
worth. Should a commercial revulsion or monied
crisis come, as come they would, sooner or later,
your city would soon be depopulated of moneyed
men. Yes, capitalists would fice from it like
affrighted sheep, to get rid of the curse of intolerable
taxation. What we have done and are now doin!*
is only the beginning of our labors. Much remain-*
to be done. Our organization must be extended,
so that its ramifications embrace every portion of our
city. all its classes and interests. Petitions must be
circulated, and agencies employed, to urge vom:
Mibjects of reform upon the consideration ot the
Legislature; and should you be fortunate enough t«»
get a favorable resjionse from the law making power,the struggle will not then be half finished. Your
work must l>e -Emitted to the popuhtr suffrage, ami
then our utmost efforts would be necessary to secure
the approbation of the popular vote. You must ex¬
pert opposition. 'J he interests opposed to an econo¬
mical administration of our city afia'rs are too mul¬
tiplied and strong to surrender without a conflict!
You will have to strive to array the masses on youi?side; to convince them, if possible, that they poocand humble though they may be pay infinitely morethan their fair portion of overtaxation. 1 fear there
is a heresy too prevalent amonp us, that the burthen
of onr city government falls chiefly on the rich or the
property holders. It is not so. It required no greatadvance in the science of political economy, n<i
Adam Smith to convince any thoughtful mind, that
labor, however humble, always pays more than iH
fair share of taxation. Capital is powerful, and al¬
ways tilmnphs in a contest with labor in regard tn
public burthens. Our frightful amount of taxa¬
tion; our four or five millions per year, enter®
into everything the poor man consumes, into everyleal of bread he eats, into ever}' dollar of rent lie pay*for ids humble dwelling. Are your taxes increased '

the renl estate owr.cr relieves himself by adding t«»
his rent; and it hns already conn- to this, aud we
hear the complaint daily, that a poor man can hardly
afford to get a house and humMe Jvnoe in this tax-
ridden city. This view, soj - .:t-ev ident when
fairly stated, must !>c eniv.j < .1 im'wu tho popularmind. The notion that thee.il .'i inconveniences
of public extravagance t;:ii in !y on the rich.*
notion so false and deceptive ..» i he dispelled front
the popular mind. Once a*: m he masses what
is the principal cause of high rent, ud dear bread,
and your city authorities wo M .> iio admonished
ihat mi ecow ntical use of tl purse waa the
only guarantee of popular t'ev. '. public promo¬
tion. lie hoped the time }> .<! h <*omewhei»
good men of ull partie« v.ere r> * « I- icfcle on thei»;
armor, and go forth in the ju v. >rk of citytytorm. Th.- men in en y in- ' ;ie«»s at lengt*
tcmed willing to leave, for a w ¦¦¦'»>, their pleasanttxrlor and their evening fir. !. i. I bestir thou; '
elven for the public weal, He w,i -tnl ut last Ut
celhis shaking among l»om < hitherto so dry and
dead aa to public matters, it wa .i goo. augury,
and if the zeal of the rl»-.- of gentlemen here assem¬
bled should koep pace with the demand- of the time-',
much good could not fail to come out of their efforts
The meeting was then addressed by William M.

Eva its. Hiram Ketchum. and Benjamin F. Butler.
Ksqnires, and wascomposed about equally of whig-"
and democrat-*.

Phisonkh Escaped. A mail by the name of
Cavmelich, a Spaniard, who was tried and found
guilty of murder at the last term of the Circuit Court
of Jackson county, and sentenced by Jndge Watts tn
be linng on the last Friday of December, escapedfrom the custody of the Sheriff on the day on which
he was to have t>een hung, and is now at large. Thyparticulars of Ids escape, as wo learn them from it
friend, are as follows: flic prisoner, from the timo
of his removal from fJreen county jail, pretended t<* '

he sick and very lame, and was believed to be entirelyunable to move without assistance, and in this con¬
dition wa- left on the gallery of Mr. Samuel Davis;
but when the Sheriff and his deputies returned to per¬form the la-t >nd and solemn requisitions cf the law.
lo and behold the bird had flown, and Carmelich wa*
now here to be found. The Sheriff, at last accounts,
was in close pnrsuit, and w e hope he w ill succeed in
re-capturing the prisoner..Paulding ( Mis,«.) C/«-
rivn.

Grkat A<ik..There is a man in Rloomfleld,
Ontario county, who, in \pril next, will, if he lives
until that time, have seen his 112th birthday. Hi*
name N James Knight, anil he was born in (Queens
county. Ireland, in April. 17U. Within the last eight
or nine months a marked change had taken place in
his intellectual capacity; but aside from thi«, he was
apparently much the same as for many yean past.
He resides with his son, who is severity two year*old.

I


